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John Hawkins, Assistant Deputy Minister, Nunavut Economic Development and Transportation

John Hawkins has been involved with the transportation system in Nunavut since the early 1990’s. He is the former Director of Transportation Policy & Planning for the Government of Nunavut and is currently the Assistant Deputy Minister for Transportation with the Department of Transportation and Infrastructure Nunavut (TIN).

Craig Hutton, Associate Assistant Deputy Minister, Policy, Transport Canada

Craig Hutton is responsible for the development of strategic advice and recommendations to the Minister of Transport in relation to economic marketplace frameworks for the air, surface (rail and road), and marine modes, as well as policies/standards related to accessibility, innovation, the Arctic and the environmental performance of Canada's transportation system. He advances the interests of Canada's transportation sector through the oversight of transportation related Crown Corporations and related entities as well as in collaboration with other jurisdictions, including through the Council of Ministers’ Responsible for Transportation and Highway Safety.
Craig carries out his responsibilities through his management of the Policy Group within the department; a group of over 300 multidisciplinary economic analysts, experts and administrative personnel.   Before joining Transport Canada in 2006, Craig served in various senior executive roles, including as a senior Ministerial Policy Advisor, across several portfolios within the Government of Canada.
Craig holds a Master of Arts degree in Political Science from Western University, a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from Carleton University and was awarded a Certificate in Public Sector Leadership and Governance from the University of Ottawa. An accreditation through the University of Toronto's ICD-Rotman's Board of Director Program is anticipated in early 2027.

Bruce Macgregor, Deputy Minister, Ontario Ministry of Transportation

Bruce Macgregor became Deputy Minister of Transportation in March 2026.

Bruce is an accomplished executive with more than three decades of leadership experience in public infrastructure, transit and regional government administration. Most recently, he served as Deputy Chief Executive Officer at the Toronto Transit Commission (TTC), overseeing corporate services including finance, human resources, procurement, IT, communications, internal audit, innovation and sustainability for Canada’s largest transit system.

Before joining the TTC, Bruce spent 16 years as Chief Administrative Officer for the York Region, serving more than 1.2 million residents in the delivery of 15 core municipal services. He provided strategic advice to Council on major infrastructure, policy and financial decisions. His leadership was central to projects such as the Toronto–York Spadina Subway Extension and planning for the Yonge North Subway Extension. He previously held senior roles including Commissioner of Transportation and Works for York Region as well as leadership positions in Richmond Hill and the private sector.

He holds a Bachelor of Applied Science in Civil Engineering from the University of Toronto and has completed executive education at both the University of Toronto and Queen’s University. He has also contributed to community initiatives through board and campaign leadership roles with regional innovation, non-profit and charitable organizations.

While his educational background is in engineering and business, his passion is people, community and public service.  He is a values-driven leader, an eternal optimist who thrives on the challenges of advancing enduring infrastructure, safety and service improvements.

Frédéric Pellerin, Assistant Deputy Minister, Engineering and Infrastructure, ministère des Transports et de la Mobilité durable du Québec
Frédéric Pellerin holds a bachelor’s degree in geological engineering from Université Laval as well as

a master’s degree in the recycling of road materials.

Mr. Pellerin began his career as a project manager for a materials control laboratory before joining the ministère des Transports du Québec in 2000 where he has held various positions. Initially working as an engineer in the Geotechnical and Geology Department, he continued his career from 2001 to 2006 in the Quality and Standards Department, most notably as head of the Contract Documents Sector. He then joined the National Capital Regional Headquarters as a project manager in road infrastructure and, in 2010, he began his management career when he became the head of the Acquisitions Department followed by a promotion to a position as head of the Contract Management Department. In 2014, he returned to a regional post as director of projects for the Regional Headquarters for Chaudière-Appalaches, before being appointed as general manager. He held that position until November 2018, when he was named general manager of major road projects in the metropolitan region of Québec.

In June 2022, he was appointed Assistant Deputy Minister, Engineering and Infrastructure. He has since been actively involved in the TAC Board of Directors, as well as the Board of the TAC Foundation and is a member of the TAC Chief Engineers Panel. He is also the First Delegate of Canada-Quebec to the Council of the World Road Association (PIARC), and a member of PIARC’s Executive Committee.
Paul C. Smith, Deputy Minister, Alberta Transportation and Economic Corridors

Paul Smith was appointed Deputy Minister of Alberta Transportation and Economic Corridors in August 2025, bringing more than 30 years of public service leadership experience spanning transportation, infrastructure, finance, health, education, and municipal affairs. Prior to becoming Deputy Minister, he served as Assistant Deputy Minister responsible for Capital Planning, Grants and Engineering Services at Transportation and Economic Corridors, helping advance key infrastructure and transportation priorities across Alberta. 

Before joining the Government of Alberta in 2021, Paul built a long and respected career with the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador, where he held several senior executive positions, including Acting Deputy Minister of Finance and assistant deputy minister roles across multiple portfolios. Known for his approachable leadership style and collaborative nature, Paul values strong relationships, practical problem-solving, and finding common ground to move important work forward. 

A Chartered Professional Accountant with a Bachelor of Commerce degree from Memorial University of Newfoundland, Paul brings both strategic insight and operational experience to his role. Whether working on major infrastructure priorities or engaging with partners across the country, he is passionate about strengthening transportation networks and supporting economic growth that benefits Canadians coast to coast.

CANDIDATES IN THE MUNICIPAL CATEGORY OF MEMBERSHIP
Hugues Bessette, Director, Urban Development Projects, Urban Planning and Mobility, City of Montreal
Hugues Bessette holds a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering and a technical diploma in Architecture. In June 2022, he was appointed Director of Urban Development Projects for the City of Montreal. As such, he is responsible for an annual portfolio worth close to $500M, for the development of projects on mobility and the development of priority urban sectors.
His department gives shape to Montreal's territorial plans and strategies through relevant municipal actions. It ensures the design, coordination, and organization of projects. Through his team, Hugues implements Montreal’s priorities: sustainable and safe urban development; major transportation projects for main axes; management of roadway assets, such as bike paths, traffic lights, public areas and parks. He also coordinates urban projects entrusted to his unit by mobilizing stakeholders around a common vision and by promoting best practices to achieve the City's goals regarding socio-ecological transition and inclusion.
 
Hugues has been a member of the following Boards of Directors: ITS Canada between 2019 to 2022; TAC since October 2022 and Bixi (Montreal’s bike sharing system) since January 2023.
During his 18 years of service with the City, Hugues’s achievements include the development of various strategic documents, such as the mission for the Urban Planning Projects Department and the update of the City’s Strategic Plan for Intelligent Transportation Systems (2018-2023), highlighting digital platforms, the advent of  the Internet of Things (IoT) and the proliferation of connected devices on city streets.
His key contributions include developing the operational concept for the integrated mobility corridors; designing traffic signal strategies for pedestrian crossings in line with the City’s Vision Zero road safety strategy; accordance with the City’s Road Safety Vision Zero strategy; deploying the Urban Mobility Management Centre; and organizing the 2017 ITS World Congress in Montreal.
Ashley Curtis, General Manager, Transportation Services, City of Toronto

Currently serving as General Manager, Transportation Services, Ashley provides executive leadership across a diverse portfolio, driving high-quality service delivery, fiscal accountability, and customer-focused outcomes for Canada’s largest municipality.
With over 36 years of experience leading complex transportation programs and operations across the public and private sectors he has spent his career helping shape and deliver transportation services that make a real difference to how people move and experience cities. He has worked in the UK, Middle East and across the United States and Canada where he has led complex programs and projects, provided strategic advice and navigated everything from planning and delivering major infrastructure projects to day-to-day municipal operations. Ashley joined the City of Toronto in 2015 and prior to that spent ten years working for a UK consultancy, based in London, England, moving to Canada in 2010 to open a new Toronto office for them.  

Ashley has a Masters in Transportation Planning and Policy with distinction from the University of Newcastle, England and is committed to strengthening Canada’s transportation sector through knowledge sharing, innovation, and national collaboration.
Lon LaClaire, General Manager, Engineering Services, City of Vancouver
Lon LaClaire is the General Manager of Engineering Services and is passionate about “city building”. With 2,200 staff and an annual operating budget of $500M, and a further $300M in capital expenditure, Lon is responsible for the design, construction, operation and maintenance of this world class city’s public works infrastructure. 
Engineering Services is also mandated with a variety of planning and regulatory functions and plays a central role in the day-to-day functioning of the city. As the largest city department, Engineering delivers a complex array of essential public services, including water, sewers and drainage, streets and transportation, solid waste management, and district energy.

Prior to becoming General Manager, Lon was a key leader working in the City’s Transportation Division for over 20 years, including five years as the Director of Transportation.  
Lon completed his undergraduate degree in engineering at Concordia University in Montreal in 1993 and his master’s degree in Transportation Engineering and Structures at the University of Calgary in 1996. 

CANDIDATES IN THE MEMBERS-AT-LARGE CATEGORY OF MEMBERSHIP
Gerry Chaput, Market Sector Leader, Connected Highways for Mobility Canada, Arcadis 
Since joining Arcadis as the Market Sector Lead for Connected Highways, Gerry has provided leadership in the growth of services to governments and the private sector. He brings unique and extensive experience in transportation, including strategic planning, policy, legislation, delivery of major programs, design, construction, maintenance and operations.  
  
Prior to joining Arcadis in 2021, he was the Vice President of Rapid Transit at Metrolinx with oversight of 4 major LRT projects and moved to Executive Vice President, Program Management where he ensured their delivery teams had consistent project controls, reporting requirements, resources and management systems to successfully deliver the ~$75B Transit Program consisting of: 
· GO Transit Regional Rail Expansion 
· Toronto Subways – Yonge North, Scarborough Subway extensions, Ontario Line and Eglinton West Extension 
· LRT – Hurontario Line in Mississauga/Brampton and Toronto’s Finch West and Eglinton Crosstown Lines  
  
Combined with his 29+ year career at the Ontario Ministry of Transportation where he was Chief Engineer/Executive Director and Assistant Deputy Minister, Provincial Highways Management, Gerry has over 39 years of experience with the public sector. His advice has facilitated discussions to proactively resolve potential delivery challenges and to ensure the needs of key stakeholders and clients are addressed. 
  
Gerry has also held various roles within TAC including President from 2014 to 2016 and is a current Board member. He is also a past Chair of the Chief Engineers’ Council and is the current President of the TAC Foundation – supporting the education and development of tomorrow's transportation professionals.  
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