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URBAN TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL REPORT 

 

Overview 
 
The vast majority of Canadians live in urban areas, and the Urban Transportation Council provides a forum for 
discussion of planning, development, management and financing of sustainable transportation systems to help 
TAC members create the sustainable, efficient and multimodal transportation systems they need.  
 
The Council currently consists of 35 voting members and 17 auxiliary members (see Appendix A). 
Membership includes representatives of federal, provincial, territorial and municipal governments, the 
private sector, and other agencies and organizations with interests in urban transportation issues.  
 
Three standing committees support the Urban Transportation Council in achieving its mandate:  

• Sustainable Transportation Standing Committee,  

• Transportation Finance Standing Committee, and 

• Transportation Planning and Research Standing Committee.  
 

Focus Topics  

 
The activities of the Council are guided by its strategic framework document, which is aligned with TAC’s 
Strategic Plan. The current focus topics of the Council are outlined below. 
 
Goods Movement  
The Council regularly discusses goods movement on main travel corridors. A recently completed project 
provides a synthesis of goods movement best practices and key issues, as well as course curriculum, related 
materials and delivery notes. The Council plans to host a session during the fall 2019 conference on innovative 
solutions to enhance goods movement.    
 
Mobility  
Mobility encompasses the overall essence of Council activity, with an emphasis on ensuring safe, efficient 
and seamless travel for all road users. The Council routinely receives updates on bus rapid transit, light rail 
transit systems and active transportation being implemented across Canada. During the fall 2019 meeting, 
the Council will receive a presentation from the International Car Sharing Association on Canadian insights. 
During the fall 2019 conference, the Council is hosting a session examining public interest in new mobility.  
 
Health and Transportation  
Health continues to be an important topic of discussion at the Council. A recently completed project 
explored the integration of health and transportation in Canada. During the fall 2019 conference, the Council 
is hosting a session on outcomes related to the project. 
   
Transportation Planning 
Council members consistently discuss planning issues, such as how transportation could be improved to 
enhance urban form. During the fall 2019 conference, the Council is hosting sessions on transportation 
planning in urban areas and transportation demand modelling.  
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Technical Projects 
 

The Council and its standing committees are active with one pooled-fund and three volunteer projects in 
progress, three pooled-fund projects in development, and two pooled-fund projects in production, as listed 
below. More information on each project is available in the Technical Projects Report.   
 
In progress  

• Performance-Based Decision Making – Lessons Learned and Practitioner Toolkit  
In production 

• Integrating Health and Transportation in Canada 

• Understanding Goods Movement: Trends and Best Practices 

In development 

• Mobility Pricing Opportunities and Challenges 

• P3 – Lessons Learned on Major Transit Projects  

• Urban Transportation Indicators Sixth Survey  
Volunteer 

• Compendium of Provincial Legal and Regulatory Approaches to Enabling Bikeway Geometric Design and 
Traffic Control  

• Methods of Estimating Latent Demand for Active Transportation 

• Public and Stakeholder Engagement in Sustainable Transportation  
 

Awards 

 
Sustainable Urban Transportation Award 
The City of Ottawa’s Chapman Mills Drive transit priority and active transportation corridor project 
submission was endorsed for this award by the Council at its April 2019 meeting. 
  
Individual Contribution Award 
Richard Tebinka, WSP Canada Inc., was endorsed for this award by the Council at its April 2019 meeting. 
 

Conference Activities 

 
The Urban Transportation Council and its standing committees are planning the following sessions for the 2019 
conference in Halifax:  

• 2019 TAC Sustainable Urban Transportation Award Finalists 

• Best Practices in Urban Transportation Planning  

• Emerging Issues in Transportation: Examining the Public Interest in New Mobility  

• Innovative Solutions to Enhance Goods Movement  

• Integrating Health and Transportation  

• Transportation Demand Modelling  

• Quality Assurance for Traffic Management During Construction Projects  
 

Terms of Reference 

 
The Council’s terms of reference, including an overview of its areas of interest, are provided in Appendix B. 
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Appendix A – Roster: Urban Transportation Council  

 

Executive 
 

• Chair – Sabbir Saiyed, Region of Peel  

• Vice-Chair, TFSC Chair – Lisa Salsberg, Access Planning 

• Board Liaison – Wanda Richardson, AECOM  

• Secretary – Craig Stackpole, TAC 

• Incoming Vice-Chair – Brian Hollingworth, City of Hamilton 

• STSC Chair – Martin Hotte, Ministère des Transports du Québec 

• TPRSC Chair – Tim Spurr, GIRO 
 

Members 

 

Federal Government 
 

• Transport Canada – Mona Abouhenidy 
 

Provincial/Territorial Governments 
 

• Nova Scotia Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal – Elizabeth Pugh 

• Ontario Ministry of Transportation – Maya Caron  

• Saskatchewan Highways and Infrastructure – Andrew Liu 

• Yukon Department of Highways and Public Works – Brian Crist 
 

Municipal Governments 
 

• City of Calgary – Dale Lynch 

• City of Mississauga – Andy Harvey 

• City of Montréal – Frédérik Giroux   

• City of Ottawa – Kornel Mucsi 

• City of Saskatoon – Don Cook 

• City of Thorold – Manoj Dilwaria 

• City of Toronto – Jaquelyn Hayward Gulati 

• City of Winnipeg – Luis Escobar 

• City of Vancouver – Lon LaClaire  

• Halifax Regional Municipality – David MacIsaac 
 

Other Organizations 
 

• Autorité régionale de transport métropolitain – Faegheh Amirarfaei  

• Alta Planning – Kate Whitfield (also CITE Appointee) 

• Canadian Urban Transit Association – Wendy Reuter 

• Cement Association of Canada – Shane Mulligan  

• Dalhousie University – Ahsan Habib 

• Dillon Consulting Limited – Shawn Doyle 

• Federation of Canadian Municipalities – Jean Lawson 
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• IBI – Anna Mori 

• National Research Council Canada – Zoubir Lounis 

• Paradigm Transportation Solutions Limited – Rajan Philips 

• TransLink – Geoff Cross 

• WATT Consulting Group – Dean Cooper 

• WSP Canada Inc. – Don Stephens 

• York University – Peter Park 
 

Auxiliary Members 
 

• Daniel Blais – Transport Canada 

• John Bolger – City of Calgary 

• Nazzareno Capano – City of Toronto 

• Ashley Curtis – City of Toronto 

• Andrew Devlin – TransLink 

• Eric Genest-Laplante – Ministère des Transports du Québec 

• Arif Husain – Transport Canada 

• Geoffrey Keyworth – City of Vancouver 

• Donald Leblanc - Ministère des Transports du Québec 

• Martin Lee-Gosselin - Université Laval 

• Marie-Hélène Lévesque – Transport Canada 

• Ben Liu – Saskatchewan Highways and Infrastructure 

• Frank Mckinney – City of Ottawa 

• Steve Molloy – City of Hamilton 

• Catherine Morency - École Polytechnique de Montréal 

• Nick Palomba – R.V. Anderson Associates Limited 

• Terry Zdan – Manitoba Infrastructure 
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Appendix B – Terms of Reference: Urban Transportation Council 

 
The mission of the Council is to provide a national forum for the federal, provincial, regional and municipal 
governments, as well as private sector representatives and associated agencies and organizations, to discuss 
and analyze issues, options and methods for meeting the transportation needs of urban areas and 
constituent governments. In particular, this mandate encompasses all aspects of TAC’s Mission that relate to 
provision of safe, secure, efficient, effective and environmentally and financially sustainable multimodal 
transportation services in urban areas. 
 
Overview 

 
The Urban Transportation Council is one of four Councils of TAC, and consists of representatives of a broad 
cross-section of urban transportation stakeholders within the overall TAC membership. 
 
Over the years, the Council has developed numerous Briefings as well as undertaken Canada-wide urban 
transportation indicators surveys, and will continue to focus on these deliverables in the future. The Council 
also has developed, and will continue to develop, syntheses, best practices and strategies. Additionally, the 
Council will continue to determine related training and research needs and opportunities. 
 
Roles and Objectives 

 

In the context of TAC's Mission, the Council is responsible for supporting the urban transportation 
community in Canada in respect of the following: 
 

• The planning, development, management and financing of multimodal transportation systems in 
Canadian urban areas; 

• The multimodal interface between transportation and the planning and development of urban and 
rural areas; 

• The multimodal interface between transportation facilities and services within communities and 
regions and intercity transportation facilities and services; 

• The multimodal interface between urban transportation and the environment, economic 
development, social development and public finance; and 

• The role of multimodal urban transportation in meeting Canada’s sustainability challenges and 
commitments. 

• Collaboration and sharing of information with other TAC Councils, Standing Committees, and other 
committees.  
 

The Council provides to its members: 
 

• A forum for information and knowledge exchange with a nation-wide focus;  

• Strong networking and information transfer capabilities; and 

• Support to TAC’s goals and procedures for development and maintenance of guidelines and best 
practices 

 

Standing Committees 

 

There are three standing committees that support the Council in achieving its mandate: the Sustainable 
Transportation Standing Committee (STSC), the Transportation Planning and Research Standing Committee 
(TPRSC), and the Transportation Finance Standing Committee (TFSC):  
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• The Sustainable Transportation Standing Committee is responsible for promoting research, analysis, 
development and application of sustainable transportation strategies, policies, tools and best 
practices in urban areas; collecting and disseminating information on sustainable transportation best 
practices and tools; providing a forum for the discussion, pursuit of issues/ideas and exchange of 
information in areas of common interest to the committee membership; and identifying areas for 
research, analysis and development as it relates to sustainable transportation, and undertaking and 
managing the related projects, as appropriate. 

• The Transportation Planning and Research Standing Committee is responsible for promoting the 
development and application of sound transportation planning by developing information and data 
sources and analytical/decision-making techniques throughout the Canadian transportation 
community, fostering the establishment of transportation databases for all major Canadian urban 
centres and setting guidelines for the timing/updating of key information, providing a forum for 
discussion and analysis, and pursuit of issues/ideas and exchange of information in areas of common 
interest to the committee membership.  

• The Transportation Finance Standing Committee assembles and disseminates information pertaining 
to innovative financing of urban transportation infrastructure and operations and encourages debate 
regarding such innovative approaches.  

The Standing Committee Chairs are members of the Council Executive and regularly report to the Council on 
their committees’ activities. Standing Committees develop and maintain specific objectives and work plans, 
which are approved by the Council, to guide their activities. 
 
Council Membership 

 
The Urban Transportation Council membership includes representatives from federal, provincial and 
territorial government agencies, municipalities, the private sector, and various other organizations and 
associations.  
 
The Council has identified as its major goal to seek representation of all urban areas in Canada through 
provincial, territorial, municipal and elected official representation. Other organizations that have interests 
in urban transportation, including the FCM, CUTA and CAA, are also members of the Council, as are 
representatives of the academia, supplier and consulting communities. 
 
Those who are interested in the Council and its activities but unable to be a member will be asked to join as 
a “auxiliary members” of the Council, similar to the practice of the Council’s Standing Committees.   
 
It is intended that the Council will have a target membership of forty (40) with representation being diverse, 
both geographically and across sectors, and that all members are participating in Council activities. The 
Executive will review membership and attendance annually to ensure that these goals are being met. The 
Executive will approach a member who has not been participating on the Council to discuss improved 
attendance and has the authority, if needed, to remove and replace that member. 
 
When a vote is taken, only members of the Council are permitted to vote. A member who is unable to 
attend a meeting may appoint a delegate from within their organization to attend on their behalf and that 
delegate will be authorized to participate in voting. 
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Council and Standing Committee Meetings  

The Council and its individual Standing Committees normally meet twice a year: as part of the Spring 
Technical Meetings and at the Annual TAC Conference. As well, the Council Executive and the Standing 
Committees conduct meetings as required via conference calls between the spring and fall meetings. 
Meetings are normally open, although the Council, through motion, may choose to close all or part of a 
meeting to all but Council members. 
 
Reporting  

The Chair of the Council presents a report to the TAC Board of Directors on the activities and budget of the 
Council and it’s Standing Committees at both the spring meetings and the Annual Conference. The Chair also 
provides the priorities and perspectives of the Council to the Board, thus contributing directly to the 
formulation of TAC's programs and direction. 
 
Voting 

Any votes undertaken by the Council, other than to approve a report (see below) require a simple majority 
of those members casting a vote to pass. 
 
Approval process for reports generated under the auspices of the Council 

 
Every project that will result in a report or briefing will be presented to the Council membership at spring or 
fall meeting once that report is in the final stage of development. The final draft reports will be provided 
ahead of time to Council members via email or posted on the private Council website. For a report to be 
approved by the Council, 75% of the Council members that are in attendance at a particular meeting must 
vote in favour of the report.  
 
If for some reason the attendance of the Council’s voting members is low at a particular meeting, the 
approval of a report would be postponed and conducted electronically.  
 
Council Executive 

  
The Council Executive is composed of six members: the Chair, Vice Chair, Past Chair, and the Chairs of the 
three Standing Committees.  
 
The Chair, Vice Chair and Past Chair each serve a two year term. At the completion of the term, the Vice 
Chair assumes the Chair position and the Chair assumes the Past Chair position. In event the Chair is unable 
to complete his/her term the Vice Chair will assume that position as interim Chair. His/her actual two-year 
term as Chair will commence at the time of the following Council meeting. The current Past Chair will retain 
that position during this new two-year term. In the event the Vice Chair is unable to complete his/her term, 
or is required to assume the Chair position, the Council will elect a replacement at the earliest possible date 
subsequent to the vacancy being created. 
 
The Council Standing Committee Chairs sit on the Council Executive to provide for increased participation 
and to ensure continuity. Also, if not already a member, the Standing Committee Chairs automatically 
receive membership to the Council. Vice Chairs of Standing Committees, if not already a Friend of Member 
of the Council will automatically become a Friend of the Council. 
 

A TAC Secretariat representative is appointed by the Executive Director of TAC on an ongoing basis and, 
among other duties, acts as secretary for the Council meetings. 
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The duties of the Executive are to: 

 
• Appoint members to the Council as outlined under Council Membership 
• Monitor attendance at Council meetings and withdraw membership as appropriate when members 

are judged to be no longer active on Council 
• Review and approve the agenda for Council meetings  
• Approve changes to the work plan between Council meetings. 

 
Election of Vice-Chair 

 

One year prior to the completion of the two-year term for the Chair, Vice Chair and Past Chair, the Past Chair 
will strike a committee to nominate a candidate or candidates for Vice Chair for the upcoming term. At the 
Council meeting prior to the end of the term, a Vice Chair will be elected by the Council. In the case of 
multiple candidates, a vote will be taken through secret ballot administered by the TAC Secretariat of all 
Council members, with the exception of the Chair. The candidate with the most votes will be declared Vice-
Chair. In the case of a tie vote, the deciding vote will be cast by the Chair. In the case of a single candidate 
being nominated, a vote will be taken through show-of-hands to accept that nomination.  

 

 

 

 


