
Minutes of Meeting 

GEOMETRIC DESIGN STANDING COMMITTEE   
Fall 2015 Technical Meetings 

Date: Sept 27, 2015 
Place/Time: Coles Ballroom, Prince Edward Island Convention Center 
Next Meeting: September 27, 2015 
Attendees: Attached 
Distribution: Committee Members 

 
 
Sunday, Sept 27 - 9AM 
 
Item  Action 
 
1.0 Review & Approval of Agenda (Keith Boddy)     
 

MOTION – to Approve 2015 Fall Agenda with revisions   CARRIED  
(Henning Buch/Bill Kenny) 

 
2.0 Roundtable Introductions 
 

Attendance sheet circulated and (membership list circulated after 1st break) 
 
3.0 Review and Approval of Minutes (Shaun Bidulka) 
 

1. Minor corrections to names 
 

MOTION – to Approve 2015 Spring Minutes as revised   CARRIED 
 (Eric Christiansen/Zane Sloan) 
 
4.0 New Members and Resignations (Keith Boddy) 
 

a) Updates to GDSC Membership list (consult membership list for details) 
 
Additions:    
 
1. Olha Dobush (replaces Gayle Bursey) 

Director, Chronic Disease and Injury Prevention 
Public Health, Region of Peel 
 

2. Mr. Scott Suderman, P.Eng. 
Transportation Facility Planning Engineer 
City of Winnipeg, Public Works 
 

3. Dr. John B.L. Robinson, P.Eng. 
Senior Partner, Flood Murray International, Inc 
New Glasgow, N.S. 
 

4. Mike Baker 
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Principle Project Manager, CH2MHILL Canada 
Kamloops BC 
 

Removals: 
 

1. Ms. Gayle Bursey, RD, B.A.Sc., M.E.S. 
 
 
5.0 GDSC Executive Election (Keith Boddy/Eric Christiansen) 
 

MOTION – to elect John Bolger (City of Calgary) as the new secretary.  CARRIED 
(Eric Christiansen / Ian Macleod) 

 
6.0 Chief Engineers Council Update (Keith Boddy) 
 

• Active transportation  
• TAC Chair’s meeting 
• 1200 individuals at this fall conference.   
• Sharepoint is the new mode of data sharing – Chris at TAC 
• Webinars – trying to push something out as per GDSC suggestion 
• TAC starting new 5 year business plan and will be looking for input. 
• Connected vehicles – priority item 
• Any questions – sharepoint may need your IT to help setup 

 
7.0 Sub Committee Reports 
 
 Geometric Design Guide – Additions/Revisions – (Attachment 1 by Tim Murphy) 
 Joint Active Transportation – (by Ian MacLeod & Zane Sloan) 
 Joint Roundabouts update by Keith Boddy – 20-25 people.  Presentation of guide.  Good 

feedback.  Reviewed Research – not much to review with Canadian content. Roundtable 
discussions.  Alberta – challenge with large trucks 

 
 
8.0 2015 Fall Conference Preparations (Gregg Cooke) 

 
Sept 27-30 Charlottetown, PEI  Theme: “TAC: Getting You There Safely” will highlight the 
importance, opportunities and innovations in road safety. 

 
Vice-chair reviews and approves abstracts for Fall Conference.  Approx. 12 accepted in 
2015.  There will be 2 sessions (6 presentations each) and 1 panel discussion (refer to 
program for details) 

 
Mon 1:45 panel session 
 Alternative Intersection Designs for Improved Service and Safety Performance –Chaired 

by Milton 

Tues 8:30 Emerging Issues – Andy , 6 papers  

Tues 2:15 Lessons learned – Bob K, 6 papers 
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9.0 Project Reports 
 
Geometric Design Guide Update (Eric Christiansen) 
 

• Project is on schedule 
• 100% draft submitted August 2015 
• 26 members of steering committee 
• 3000 odd comments have been received. 
• Last Thursday an all day workshop was held to deal with the technical issues.  All have 

been resolved and working to submit final draft early 2016. 
• March 2016 teleconference to finish the review and vote to approve draft for committee 

review & Chief Engineer’s council.  Fall 2016 presentation to Chief Engineers for 
approval with publication mid 2017.  

 
 
Health Supportive Design Guidelines for Transportation (Tomasz Kroman) 

More work is needed to clarify focus and will be fielded again at spring meetings. 
What is an example?  Active transportation, Economic health benefits. 
 
i.e. Gale B. work (refer to previous spring & fall meeting minutes).   
Starts with Urban Planning 

 
Topics for Spring 2017 GDSC Meeting (Gregg Cook) 
 

Breakout sessions Friday afternoon 
Patrick – Saturday Afternoon tour of transit tunnels 
http://www.ligneconfederationline.ca/ 
 

 
BREAK 
 
 
Roundabouts Design Guide Project Update (Keith Boddy) 
 Canadian Roundabout Design Guide Project Presentation by Tom Eichenbaum & Gene 

Chartier  (“Chapter 11”) - (Attachment 2) 

 

MOTION to for GDSC will bring to Chief Engineers for ballot (Sept 28 2016) -  CARRIED 
(Eric Cristiansen & Bob Koziol)   
 
10.0 Standing Committee Reports  
 
 Road Safety SC Report by Bill Kenny 
 Traffic Operations and Management SC Report by Ron Stewart (Attachment 3) 
 Sustainable Transportation SC Report by Mark Stout – (Attachment 4 & 5) 

 
LUNCH BREAK 11:45-1:30 
 

 
 

http://www.ligneconfederationline.ca/
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11.0 Presentation  
 
BC-MOTI’s Adaptation to Climate Change Policy (Zane Sloan) (Attachment 6) 
 
 
12.0 Breakout Discussions  
 
Interchanges (John Bolger) (Attachment 7 & 8) 
 
 
 
 
Access Management (Eric Christiansen) 
 

• Updates – benefits & justification 
• Frontage roads 
• spacing 
• throat design 
• driveway – i.e. mall = intersection 

o curb returns – peds vs large trucks 

 
Cross Section (Bob Koziol) (Attachment 9) 
 

• Gaps – active transportation – peds/transit cycle, snow storage 
• Emergency vehicles access 
• Ped crossings, bike trailers 
• Planting pits, traffic calming devices 
• Underground utility maintenance. 
• Use shoulders during rush hr? (Italy/UK)  
• Develop prioritize topics. 

 
 
Special Roads (Henning Buch) 
 

• Special Roads (guide is based on wet pavement) 
• Resource Rds 
• Gravel/ chip seal, dirt, all have different friction factors (f) 
• This group will look at “f”, and braking for different surface materials 

 
Scoping statements to be prepared by each group prior to the Ottawa spring meetings . 
 
 
BREAK 
 
 
13.0 Round Table Discussion 
 

• Key project concerns 
• Webinar Topics 
• Research updates 
• Climate change adaptations 
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• Complete use of roadway corridors 

 
 
 
 
 

• Inquired about the sharing of new information (publications/research) from agencies.  
Possibly having a location on sharepoint. 
 

• Complete Streets – challenge with greenfield as developers/utilities need typical 
sections that haven’t been developed yet.  Shaun mentioned TFN had created typical 
sections in consultation with third party utilities.  If developers build according to the TFN 
approved typical sections then no issues.  If developers want a narrower cross section, 
then the developer must get formal approval from each utility that the proposed typical 
section accommodates the corridor needs of the utility. 
 

• Raised concern about transfer of knowledge to the next generations of Engineers 
 

• Plug for the roundabout tour 
 

• Observed scary examples of young engineers not using the TAC guide correctly.  Need 
for education on how to use the guide. 
 

• Concern regarding the trend of using reverse curves on high speed roundabout 
approaches as sight distance is reduced (safety concern) 
 

• Multi lane roundabout use by trucks. US pushing for no over tracking but this may not be 
the best approach as bigger roundabouts increase speed and reduce safety. 

• 2015 5th International Symposium On Highway Geometric Design was a success.  325 
delegates from 37 countries.  Very technical presentations. Non attendees can receive 
copies of the papers and presentations for a fee. Visit www.ishgd2015.net for full details. 
 

• Access management, the road safety group deals with the safety aspects, GDSC deals 
with geometrics. 
 

• Complete use of road ROW can be challenging to satisfy competing criteria. Need 
training for new guide. 
 

• Trend to increase higher posted speeds but also trying to understand increased crashes 
at intersections. 
 

• Transit Way LRT received funding (Mississauga).  Cross section challenges.  Risk 
tolerance. 
 

• BC 10 yr transportation plan to spend $2.5 billion. Refer to 
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/about-the-bc-government/bc-on-the-
move for details. 
 

• Consultant concerns with design exceptions.  Working on documentation to clarify who’s 
responsible. 
 

http://www.ishgd2015.net/
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/about-the-bc-government/bc-on-the-move
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/about-the-bc-government/bc-on-the-move
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• Would like to see better two way communication between committee and daily users of 
the TAC guide.   
 

• Time/schedules seem to be getting condensed more and more potentially causing 
designs to be “rushed” to meet schedule. 

 

• Zane Sloan – Panel idea – City Planners & Engineers collaboration – how can we work 
together better.  “Land use planning effects on geometric design”.  Maybe partner with 
the Urban Council.  Gregg knows some contacts that might be interested. 
 

• Utilization of ROW – crown utilities allowed to use ROW, pipelines can cross with a 
permit. 
 

• Regina By-Pass project happening now.  Largest project ever done by the Ministry 
 

• Use of Webinars  for staff training may be helpful to pass on knowledge to younger 
Engineers 
 

• Yukon, Functional plan developed for 40 km of road.  $200 million project in 3 phases 
over 30 yrs.  Active transportation is an important part of this project. 
 

• Looking forward to new GDG publications 
 

• Breakout session are good 
 

• 18th year of do more with less. Cycling network push, knowledge loss as staff leave, how 
to update manual more effectively & timely 
 

• Roy Biller – Farewell.  Thank you for 20 plus years of participation in GDSC 
 

• $330 mil cycle strategy over 20 yrs(City of Winnipeg) – upgrade to protected bike lanes 
 

• Webinar idea to share current TAC projects in process and planned 
 

• 151 km rd in North West Territories.  2nd yr construction completed.  Oct 2017 
completion.  Includes 2 research projects 
 

• Ottawa, 417 is finished.  End of April transit way closed. 2.5 km tunnel, 3 underground 
stations, funding for stage 2 has been approved. 
 

• Eric Christiansen, Nov/Dec Eric will transition to a support role.  May have a replacement 
on the committee. 
 

• John Hammer, surface LRT project (boulevard).  Will put presentation together if still 
here 
 

• John Bolger (City of Calgary) asked about soil cell specs.  Robin C. (City of Endmonton) 
& John Hammer (Region of Waterloo) have specs.  City of Calgary currently constructing 
a diverging diamond interchange. John will provide a project presentation. 
 

• Installed 7 km of protected bike lanes 
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• Larry Purka has retired and has been selected for an award at this year’s conference. 
 

• Nova Scotia has several interesting projects in planning, lots of roundabouts.  Blue 
routes for bikes 
 

• Need to share knowledge with students 
 

• Call for presentations in January 2016.  Emerging issues. 
 

• Keith Boddy has completed his term as Chair.  Thank you Keith for your hard work. 

 
 
 
12.0 Closing Remarks/Adjournment 

• Keith Boddy  
 
 
MOTION – to adjourn GDSC Saturday September 27    CARRIED 
(Tim Murphy, Shaun Bidulka) 
 


